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King Rudolf being in the worst of

humors had declared in the presence
of nil the court that women were born t

I to plague men and for no other purpose
whatsoever under heaven Hearing
this discourteous speech the Princess j

Osra rosp and said that for her part i

she would go walking alone by the
river outside the city gates where she
woula at least In assailed by no more
reproaches For since she was irre-
vocably

¬

determined to live and die un ¬

married of what use or benefit was it
to trouble Eer with embassies court-
Ing

I

or proposals either from the
Grad Duke of or anybody
o1 = < Was utterly weary of this

rt ove and her mood would be j

matEr thougn tins new Suitor were
as exalted as the king of Prance as
rich as Croesus himself and as handi

She did notsome as the god Apollo
desire a husband and there was an

of Thus she wont out whileenrqueenI sighed and the king fumed
and the courtiers and ladies said to
one another that these dissensions
made life very uncomfortable at Strel
San the ladies further adding that he
would be n bold man who married
Osra although doubtless she was not
illlooKing

To the banks of the river outside the
walls thin Osra went and as she went
Ene seemed to be thinking of nothing-
at all in the world least of all of
whom sheTnlght chance to meet there-
on th> banks of the river where in
those busy hours of flic day few came
Yet there was n strange new light in
Tier eyes and there seemed a new un
dfrstarding in her mind and when a
young peasant wife came by her baby-

in hpr Tsra stopped her andarmkiswl thl chid and pave money
confusion

and
then ran on n unexplained
laughing and lushing as though she
had something which she did notdoe
wi1h to be seori Then without reason
her eyes tilled with tears but she
Cashed thorn away and burst sudden-
ly

¬

IntostTjfrinff And she was still sing-

ing
¬

when frum the long grass by the
is S mnc man sprang up

and nth a Aory low bow drew aside-
f t hoi tas He had a book in his
hand for V was a tudent at the uni-

versity aTai me mere to pursue his
lea mn in peace his plain brown
cl ithfs spcvke nf no wealth or station
though cwbamly they set off a stal
wart straight shape and seemed to
mafh well xvlth his light brown hair
ET hf1 pyes Very low this young
van b wed and Osra Cent her head
The pap of her walk slackened grew
nuiLor Blackened again she was pst
Mm ami with a great sigh he
dwn ain Sho turned hp sprang
u che spnk coldTr yet kindly

Sir said she nr cannot but notice
that vn US every day here by the
rii r v Tth y ur hook and that you
sigH TrTI me your trouble and if I-

ra n T rHiPi e Itwi madams he anT im reading
of Troy mad I amRwr ren of Helen

pigMrg brctiu5 she is dead-
It is an old grief DV now said

Oj smiling Will no one serve you
but Helen of Try

said he Irt f were a prince
T i vYt mourn

N > lir7-
madaml V he said with a-

nntr how-
rjrewell sir-
Mc dame firewell

S v tvflt n boy way and saw him-

T r i till th neat day nor after
tir Mil

1 the nat day following and

fr i rim an int<nal when she saw

111 r to and th interval was no less
wntyfur hours yet still he-

T i f HOIPTI f TirLY and sti sighed-
t wa al and he prince

n
i t IIP teTi d the longedfor ques-

t v rf fr tit smiling lips
V 1vvoiillI u not mourn sir if

i c lr a inp said she For-
T and princesses have their-

S if sigi Ann with a very
T i isn Ta looked at the rapid-
r g Jfr AS she waited fothe
< iu 5f T would then go to Strel j

il so f rget her1 t v > u ir at Sirelsau now she I

C nifh winderful surprise-
tt I UD no prince madame

5
Diners ilone forget in Strel

F t v would a poor student dare to-

t 1 Str lfau And ahe spoke
d boll to step near her and

f 1 Incc looking down into her
< itnout a word she turned and

1 going with a step that seemed
t ugh the meadow and yet

her chamber where she
c TS ep in quiet

T k w it now know it now she
d softly that night to the

f it rose by her window Heigh
it am I to do I cannot live no j

w I cannot die Ah me what
f Lr> do I wish I were a peasant

l ult then perhaps he would not
a hut he would And her long

Id e 1 rippled in triumph through the
l g i and blended with the rustling I

cr Vie leaves under a summer breeze
and she stretched her white a ms to-

ieaven imploring the kind God with
prayers that Ship dared not speak even
to his pitiful ear
Love knows no princesses my

princess 7 t was that she heard as
the lied from him next day She
should have rebuked him But for that
the must have staid and to stay she
had not dared Yet she must rebuke
him She must see him again In order

I

to rebuke him Yet all this while shemust be pestered with the court ofgrand duke of Mittenhelm And Jthe
she would not name a day on which
the < mb issy sold come the king flew
into a patssion and declared that hewould himself set adate for it Was
hIs sister mad he askea that shewould d but walkVyttho noting every day

Sue ly I must be mad thoughtOsra for r > Sane being could be axonce s j joyful and so Piteously un ¬happy
IiI h know what i was he askedHe fined to know nothing of Hedd nvt speak any mire now i1prin ¬ceases only of his princess nor ofOsra save of his ihearts queen andwhen hs eyes asked love they askedathough none would refuse and therecould be no cause for refusal HewoMld have wooed his neighbors

daughtfJ thus and thus he wooed ther of King RudoJf i you loveme was his question Thoughyou love yet dare you own your loveHe stemed to shut the whole worldtrim hr leaving nothing but her andhim and i a world that held nonebut her him she could love un
blamE untroubled and with notrembling

You forget who I am she faltered
onceYou are the beauty of the worldhe answered smiling and he kissed heranda matter about which she couldake no great ado for iit was not theIrst time he had kissed itBut the embassy from the grand
Huke was to come in aweek and toa rec °ivtd in gieat pomp The amBsador was already on the way cariylnp proposals and gifts TereforOsra went pale and sad theiver bank that day having declare>gain to the king that she
nd die unmarried But the king had

h

laughed again Surely she needed kind-
ness and consolation that sad day but
fate had kept by her a crowning sor-
row for she found him also almost
sad at least she could not tell whether
he were sad or not For he smiled and
yet seemed ill at ease like a man who
ventures a fall with fortune hoping
ann fearing And he said to her

Madame in a week I return to my
own country-

She looked at him in silence with
lips just parted For her life she could
nut speak but the sun grew dark and
the river changed its merry tune to
mournful silence

So the dream ends said he So
comes the awakening But if life were
all a dream And his eyes sought
hersYes she whispered if life were
all a dream sir

Then I should dream of two dream-
ers

¬

whose dream was one and in that
dream I should see them ride together-
at break of day from Strelsau

Whither she murmured-
To Paradise said he But the

dream ends I it did not end He
paused

If it did not end a breathless
longing whisper echoed

If it did not end now it should not
end even with death said he

You see them in your dream You
see them riding

j Aye swiftly side by side they two
alone through the morning None is
near none knows

i He seemed to be search ng her face-
ii for something that yet he scarcely-
II hoped to find

And their dream said he brings
them at last to a small cottage and
there they live

They live
And work he added For she

keeps his home while he works
What does she do asked Osra

I with smiling wondering eyes
i She gets his food for him when he

comes home weary in the evening and
makes a bright fire and-

Ah and she runs to meet him at
the door Oh further titan the door

But she has worked hard and is
weary

No she is not weary cried Osra-
It is for him

The wise say this is silly talk said
he

The wise are fools then cried
OsraSo the dream would please you
madame he asked

She had come not to know how she
left him somehow while he sti spoke
she would suddenly escape flight
He did mot pursue but let her go So
now she returned to the city her eyes
fled with that golden dream and she

i her home as though it had
been some strange palace decked with
new magnificence and she an alien in
it For her true home seemed now
rather in the cottage of the dream
ana sne moved unfamiiiarly through
the pomp that had been hers from
birt1 Her soul was gone from it while

body rested there and life stopped
for her till she saw him again by the
banks of the river-

In five days now I go said he and
he smiled at her She hid her face in
her hands Still he smiled but sud-
denly he sprang forward for she had
sobbed The summons had sounded

i he was there and who could sob again
When he was there and his sheltering

j arm warded away all grief She looked
up at him with shining eyes whisper-
ing

i Do you go alone-
A great joy blazed confidently in his

j
eyes as he whispered in answer-

I think I shall not go alone
But how how

j
i hI have two horses

YouI You have two horses
Yes Is it not riches But we will

I sell them when we get to the cottage-
To the cottage Two horses
T would I had hut one for both of

us
Yes

I But we should not go quick enough-
Xo

i He took his hand from her waist and
StoOl away from her

You will not come he said-
If you doubt of my coming I will

not come Ah do not doubt of my

T411IrIS-

he Wnn Still SlnRiiifr When Kjom
the Long Grass a Young Man
Spraiiu 111

coming For there isa great hoard of
fears and black thoughts beating at
the door and you must not open it

And what can keep it shut my
princess-

I think your arm my prince said
she and she Hew to him

That evening King Rudol swore
that if a man were enough
and kept his temper which by the t

way the king had not done though
none dared to say so he could bring I

any foolish girl to reason in good time
For in the softest voice and with the
strangest smile flitting to her face the
Princess Osra was pleased to bid the
embassy cone othe fifth day from
thenAnd they shall have their answer
then said she flushing and smiling

f is as much as any lady could
say the court declared and it was re-

ported
¬

I through all Strelsau that the
match aas good as made and that
Osra was to be grand duchess of Mlt

I tenheim-
She is a sensible girl after all cried

Rudolf all his anger gone
The dream began then before they

came to the cottage Those days she-

lved in its golden mists that shut out
cold world from her moving

through space that held but one form
and time had stood still waiting for
one divine unending moment And the
embassy drew near to Strelsau

It was night the dead of night and
all astill in the palace But the sen-
tinel

¬

by the little gate was at his post
and the gate warden stood by the
western gate of the city Each was

I
now alone but to each an hour ago-
a man had come stealthily and silent-
ly

¬

through the darkness and each was

I n

richer by a bag of gold than he had
been before The gold was Osras how
should a poor student whose whole
fortune was two horses scatter bags
of gold And other gold Osra bad aye I

fOI crowns Would not that be a
brave surprise for the poor student
And she alone of all awake stood
leting round her room entranced
with the last aspect of it Over the
city also she looked but in the selfish
3essjOf her joy did no more than kiss-
a hasty farewel to the good city folk
who Once she thought-
that may be some day he and she
would steal together back to Strelsau
ami sheltered by some disguise watch
the king ride in splendor through the
street But if notwhy what was

ard the people and the restAh how long the hours were
those two horses stood by the little
gate and the sentry and the gate
warden earned their bags of gold So

H r-
I lr r

SItE TURNED AND FLVG liEu ARMS AllOl > D

she passed the hourS the last long
lingering hours

There was a little tavern buried in

the narrowest oldest street of the city
Here the poor student had lodged
here in the back room n man sat at a
table and two others stood before
him These two seemed gentlemen and
their air poke of military training
They stroted long moustaches and
smiled with an amusement that defer-
ence

¬

could not hide Both were booted
I and wore spurs and the man sitting at

the table gave them orders
You will meet the embassy he

said to one about 10 oclock Bring-
it to the place I have appointed and
wAit there Do not fail

Th officer addressed bowed and re-

tired
¬

A minute later his horses hoofs
clattered through the streets Perhaps
he also had a bag of gold for the
gatewarden opened the western gate

I him and lie rode at a gallop
j the river banks till he reached the

woods that stretched to withingreat of Strelsau
An hour after we are gone said

the man at the table to the other of-

ficer
¬

ge uiarilv find one of the kings
servants angie him the letter Give-

no account of how you came by it
and say nothing of who YOU are All
that is necessary is in the letter When
you have given it return hor6 and
remain in closr hiding till you hear
from me again

The second ofllcer bowed The man
at the table rose and went out into
the street He took his way towhere
the palace rose and then skirted
along the wall of its gardens till he
came to the little gate Hf re stood

j two horses and at their heads a man
I Ii is well You can go said the
jPtudPTrt and he was left alone with

the horses They were good horses for-

tt student to possess The thought
perhaps crossed their owners mind
for he Iaushp0j5oftly ai= he looked at
them Then e also fell to thinking
that the hours were long anrl a fear
came suddenly upon him that she
would not come It was in these last
hours that doubts crept in and she
vns not there to drive them away
Would the great trial fail Would
she shrink at the lasf But he would
not thirrx it i f her anti he was smil-

ing again whcnjrthf clock of the ca-

thedral struck 2 and told him that no
imore than fin hour now parted her

from him For she would come the
princess would come to mm me svu
dent led by the vision of that cottage
In the dream

Would shejonie She would come
she had risen from her knees ond-
in

i

ta to n0 fro in cautious silence
maTting her last preparations She
hud written word of lovf for the
course Rudolf would forgive her
and she had ready all that she took
with her the five hundred crowns
one ring that she would give her lover
some clothes to sejjve till his loving la-

bor
¬

furnished more That night she
had wept and she had laughed but
now she nether wept nor laughed-

but there was a great pride in her face
and gait and she opened the door of

down the greather room and walked
staircase under the eyes of crowned
kings who hung framed upon the
walls and as she went she seemed
Indeed their daughter for her head
watt erect and her eye set firm in

dignity Who to say
haughty did anything that a kings
daughter should not do 1 Should not a
woman love Love should be her
diadem And so with this proud step
she came through the gardens of the
palace looking neither to right nor
left nor behind but with her face set
straight for the little gate and she
walked as she had been accustomed
to walk when all Strelsau looked on
her and hailed her as its gory and its
darling

me slept or seemed to sleep
j Her face

entry
was not even veiled when she

opcced the little gate she would
veil her proud race I was ms L iuui
on now when he would and thus she
stood for an instant in the gateway
while ha sprang to iher and kneeling
carried her hand to his lips

You are come he cried for tlhough-

he had believed yet he wondered
I am come she smiled Is not the I

word of a princess sure Ah how
could I not come x

Sae love sal d ihe rising day j

dawns in royal purple for you and
golden love for me

The purple Is for my king and the
love for me she whispered as he led
her to her horse Your fortune said
she pdntlng to them But I have also
brought a dowry fancy 500 crowns
and her mi-rth and happiness burst out
in a laugh Iwas so deliciously little
600 crowns

She was mounted now and he stood
by her

Will you turn back he said
You shall not make me angry said

she Come mount
Aye I said he For

if we were found there the king would
kill me

For the first Kme theeri of telenterprise seemed t into imind and turned cheek pale
Ah I forgpt In mv hannin ES 1

forgot Mount mount Oh if he found
YOuHe mounted Once they clasped
hands tihsn they rode swiftly for the
western gate

Veil your face he said and since
he bade her she obeyed saying

But I can see you trough ithe
veil

QThe gate stood open and the gate
warden was not there They were out
of the city the morn air blew cold
and pure from the meadows from the
river The horses stretched Into an

i

eager gallop And Osra tore her veil
from hr face and turned on him eyes
of radiant triumph

rt is done cried iit is done
Yes it is done my princes said

he
Andand it is begun my prince

said she f
Yes and it is begun said he

She laughed aloud in absolute joy
and for a moment he also laughed

But then his face grew grave and he
said

I pray you may never grieve for it
She looked at him with eyes wide

in wonder for an instant she seemed
puzzled but then she fell again to
laughing

Grieve for i said she between her
merry laughs

King Rudolf was a man who lay
lai3 in the morning and he was not

j well pleased to beroused wlhen the
clock had but just struckl 4 Yet he

HIS NECK

for

not

she

sat up in his bed readily enough for
he imagined that Uhf embassy from
the grand duke of Mitfenheim must-
be nearer than ha had thought and
sooner than fai in any courtesy to ¬

wards the niose alliance he ar-
dently

¬

desired he was ready to sub
mt to much inconvenience But his
astonishment was great iflien instead-
of any tidings from the embassy one
of his gentleman ihamflcd him a letter
saying that a seivamt had received it
from a stranger with instructions to
carry it at once to the kng when
asked if anyl ansu er were desired from
his majesty the stranger had an
swered Not through me and at once
turned away and quickly disappeared
The king with a pee ilh oath at hav-
ing

¬

been roused for such 3 trifle broke
the seal and fastenIngs of the letter
and opened it and he read-

Slre Your sister does not wait for
the embassy but chooses her own
lover she has met a student of the

i
i university every day for the last three

weeks by the liver bank The king
started This rning she has fleI
with him on horseback along the west-
ern road If you desire a student for-
a brotheriniaw sleep again if notup and ride Do not doubt these tdirsr There was no signature to the let
tel yet the king knowing his sister
criedSee

j whether the princess iis in the
palace And in the meanwhile saddle
my horse and let a dozen of the guard
be at the gate

i The princess was not in the palace
but her woman found the letter that
she had left and brought i to the
king And the king read Brother
whom I llove best o all men in the
world save one wi not forgive
me now but some forgive me
Nay it is not I who have done it but
my love which is braver than I He is
the sweetest gentleman alive brother
and therefore he must be my lord Let
me go but sti love me Osra

I iis said the king And
the embassy willjjbe here today And

I for a moment he teemed dazed Yet
he spoke nothing anybody of what
the letters contained but sent word to
the queens apartments that he went
riding for pleasure And he took his
sword and his pistols for he swore
that by his own hand and that of no

man this sweetest gentleman-
alive should meet his death But Iknowing that the princess was not in
the palace guessed that the kings sud ¬ I

den haste concerned her and great
wonder and speculation rose in the
palace and presently as the morning
advanced spread from the palace to
its environs and from the environs to
the rest of the city For it was re ¬

ported that a sentinel that had stood
guard that night was missing and

mysterious letter had come by
an unknown hand to the king and
lastly that Princess Osra their prin-
cess

¬

was gone whether by her own
will or by some bold plot of seizure
and kidnappng none knew Thus a
great stir grew in al Strelsau and
men stood about streets gossip-
ing when they should have gone to
irork while women chattered in lieu
of sweeping their houses and dressing
their children So that when king
rode out of the courtyard oJ the
ace at a gallop with 12 of the guard

t behind he could hardly make his way
through the streets for the people who

l crowded round him imploring him to
tell them where the princess was
When the king saw that the matter
had thus become public his wrathwas greater still and he swore agan
that the student of the university
should pay the price of life for his
morning ride with the princess And
when he darted through the gate and
set his horse straight along the west-
ern

¬

road many of the people neglect-
ing

¬

all their business as folk will for
excitements sake followed Mm 3best
they could agog to see the thing to
its end I

The horses are weary said the stu-
dent

¬

to the princess we must let j

them rest we are now in the shelter
of the wood

But my brother may pursue you I

she urged and If he came up with
younh heaven forbid

He will not know you have gone
fcr another three hours smiled he
And here is a green bank where we

can rest
So he aided her to dismount then

saying he would tether the horses he
led them away some distance so that
she could not see where he had posted
them anti he returned to her smiling
still1 Then he took from his pocket
some bread and breaking the loaf in
two gave her onehalf saying

There is a spring just here so we
shall have a good breakfast-

Is this your breakfast she asked
with a wondering laugh Then she e-

gan to eat and cried directly
How delicious this bread is I

would have nothing else for break ¬

fast and at this the student laughed-
Yet Osra cite little of the bread she

liked so well and presently she leaned
against her lovers shoulder and he
put his am around her and they sat
for a little while in silence listening to
the soft sounds ithajt filled the waking
woods as day grew to fullness and the-

n5 bfJ warm through ithe sheltering

Dont you her the trees Ocra
whispered to her lover Dont you
hear them They are whispering for
me what I dare not whisper

What is it they whisper fleerhe asked and he himself did no more
than whisper

t The trees whisper Love love love

Anti the wlndnt you hear the wind
murmuring Love love love And
the birds sing Love love love Aye
all the world todayis softly whispering-
Love love love What else should
the greait world whisper but my love
For my love is greater than tie world
And she securely hid her face in her
hands and he could kiss no more than
her hands though her eyes gleamed at
him from between slim white fingers

But suddently her hands droppedand
she leaned forward as though she Its
tened

What is that sound she asked ap
prelhension dawning in her eyes

Is but another whisper love
e-

Nay but it sounds to me lkelike the noise of horses
It is but the streatai boiiting over

stones
Listen listen listen she cried

springing to her feet They are
horses hoofs Ah merciful Gid it is
the king And she caught him by
the hand and pulled him 0his fetlooking at him with a face pale and
armer1-

NOt itihe king said he she would
not know yet It is some one else
Hide your face doer Jady and all VA l
be vel the king she cried Hark
how they gallop on the road I is my
brother Love he kill love

le w ki you love he will kill you

I it the king said he I have
bdtrayetd

The horses the horses she cried
By your love for me the horses
He nodded Ihis head and turning

disappeared among the res She
stood with clasped hands heaving
breast and fearful eyes awaiting his
return Minutes passed and he came
not She flung herself on her kneeS
beseeching heaven for his life At last
hE came along lone and he berJt over
her taking her hand

My love said he the horses are
goneGone

She cried gripping hishand
Aye This love my love is a won ¬

derful thing For I fccgo ito tie them
and they are gone Yet what matterFor the kingyes sweet I think now
it is the kingwi not be here forsome those minutes Ihave still for love and life

He
Yes

will IIhe
you hesaid

She looked lorg in his eyes then siethrew her arms about this neck andfor tine first time unasked covered hisface With kiVricoan
Kis3 me kiss me said she and hekissed her Then she drew back a lit ¬tie but itcok his arm and it roundSECher maist And she drew a little knifefrom girdle land showed it himI the king will not pardon us andlet us love one another I also will diesaid she and her voice was quiet andhappy Indeed my love I should notgrieve Ah do not tell me to live wUhout you
Would you obey he askedNot in that said sheAnd thus they stood silent while theSound of the hoofs drew very nearKut he looked up Jt him and helooked at her then she looker at thepoint of the little dagger and shetn TCl

ui l juur arm round me till I dieHe bent his head and kissed heronce again saying
And she though she did not knowwhy he smiled yet smiled back athim For although life ws sweet thatday yet such a death with him andto prove her love for him seemed wellnigh as sweet And thus they awaitedthe coming of the king
King Rudolf and Ins guards tic out-

stripped the people who pursued them
from the city and when they came to
tile skirts of the wood they divided
themselves Into four parties since if
they wont air together they mig11easily miss the fugitives whom
sought Of these four parties one
found nothing another found the two
horses which the student himself who
had hidden them failed to find the
third party had not gone far before
they caught sght of the lovers though-
the lovers did not see tfiem and two
of them remained to watch and if need
be to intercept any attempted fight
while the third rode off to
king and bring him where Osra and
the student were as he had com-
manded

¬

But the fourth party with which
the king a though it did not find
the fugitives found the embassy from
the Grand Duke of Mittenheim and
the ambassador with all his train was
resting by the roadside seeming inno
haste at all to reach Strelsau When
the king suddenly rode up at great
speed and came upon the embassy an
officer that stood by the ambas ¬

sadorwhose name was Count Ser-

gius of Antheimstooped down and
red in his excellencys ear uponrp

whih he rs and advarced towards
the kingi uncovered his head and bow

CeCorc They Had Ri l leit Fnr They
Met u Grunt Crowd

ing profoundly for he obese to assume
that the king had ridden to meet him
out of excessive graoiousness and cour-
tesy

¬

towards the grand duke so that
h began to tha impaent kings In-

finite annoyance to make aver long
and stately speech assuring iis majes-
ty

¬

of the great hope and joy with
which his mater awaited the result of
the embassy fer saJ ne sine the
king was BO zealous in his cause his
mater could not brng hlmse to
doubt of success and therefore most
confidently looked to win for his bride
the mcst exalted and lovely lady in the
world the peerless Princess Osra the
glory of the court of Salau and t

bright 8t jewel in the crown of the
hEr brother Artel having brought-

this period to a prosperous conclusion
Count Ssrgius took breath and began
another that promised to be fully as
miagnficewt and not awhit less long
So that before it was well started the
kinr imote his hand on his thigh and
soared

Heavens man while youre making-
sp = ch that rascal is carrying off
my sister

Count Srius who was en a irlv
man of handsome presence end grealt
dgnitj being thus rudely and strange
ly interrupted showe great astonish-
ment

¬

sad tih officer by
him covered hs mouth with his hand
to hide a smile For th moment that
tlie kSn T had spoken thes impetuous
wri ls he was him> lf overwhelmed
wiJth confusion for the last thing that
hs wtfid trite grand dukes t1
doT to know wes that the princess
whom his master courted had run
owav that morning with a student of

Ithe Unverslty of Strelsau AccTding
ly W1 began very histilv and with-
inre r2rard fc Pludlne than for
train to tell Count prgiuR how a

I

noted and bcd criminal had that

morning swooped down on the princess I

as she rode unattended outside the city
and carried her off which seemed to
the ambassador avery strange story
But the king told it with great fervor
and he besought the count to scatter
his attendants all through the wooand seek the robber yet he
them not tkill the man themselves
but t him till he came For I
have sworn to kill with my own hand
he fried

Now Count Sergius however much j

astonished he might be could do noth-
ing

¬

but accede to the kings request
and he sent off all his men to scour
the woods and mounting his horse
himself set off with them showing
great zeal in the kings service but
still thinking the kings story a very
strange one Thus the king was left
alone with his two guards and with
the officer who had smiled

Will you not gO also sir asked
the king found them sir we have
fount them

Then hasnt five minutes to
lve the king in fierce joy and

lugged out h< s sword adding The
moment I set my eyes on him I will
kill him There Is no need for words
between me and him

At this speech the face of the officer
grew suddenly grave and alarmed
and he put spurs to his horse and
hastened after the king who had at
once dashed away in the direction In
which the man had pointed but the
king had got tC start and kept it sthat the officer seemed terribly fright-
ened

¬

and muttered to himself
Heaven send that he does not kill

bv iirfoip bp knows and he added
some very impatient words concern-
Ing the follies of princes and above all
of orinces oT love

The while the ambassador and his
men searched high and low for the
noted robber and the kings men
hunted for the student of the univer ¬

sity the king followed by two of his
guards at a distance of about fifty
yards for Ida horse was better than
theirs came straight to where Osra
and her lover stood together and a
few yards behind the guards came the
officer and he also hat by now drawn
his sword But he so eagerly
that he overtook and passed the kings
guards and got within thirty yards-
of the king by the time that the king
was within twenty of the lovers
the king jet him get nOnearer for he
dug his pur again into his horses
side and the horse bounded forward
while the kfng cried furiously to his
sister away from him The
princess Vd not heed but stood in
front of her lover for the student was
wholly unarmed holding up the little
rlatrgtr in hr King laugh
scornfully and angrily thinking
that Osra menaced him with the wea
ron and not supposing that i was her-
self

¬

for whom she destined it And
having reached them the King leapt
from his horse and ran at them with
his sword raised to strike Osra gave-
a cry of terror Mercy she cried

Mercy But the King had no thought
Ofmercy and he would certainly then
and there have killed her lover had
not the officer gaining a moments
time by the Kings dismounting at
this very instant come galloping up
and there being no time for any ex-

planatlora he leant from his saddle
and dashed by and putting out his
hand snatched the Kings sword away
from him just as the King was abutto thrust it through his sisters loV

But the officers horse was going so
furiously that he could not stop ifor hard on 40 yards and he narrowly
escape splitting his head against athat hung low across the
grassy path and he dropped first his

and then the Kings but
at last he brought the horse to a
standstill and leaping down ran
back towards where the swords lay
But at the moment the King also ran
towards them for the fury that he
had been in before was as nothing to
that which now possessed him After
his sword was snatched from him he
stood in speechless anger for a full
minute but then had turned to pur ¬

sue the man who had dared to treat
him with such insult and now in his
desire to be at the officer he-

ad come very near to forgetting the
student Just as the officer came to
where the Kings sword lay and
picked it up the King in his turn
reached the officers sword and picked-
up that The King came with a rush
cit the officer who seeing that the
King was likely to ki him or he the
King if he stood ground turned
tail and sped away at the top of his
speed through the forest but as he
went thinking that the time had come
for plain speaking he looked back over
his shoulder and shouted

Sire its the Grand Duke himself
The King stopped short in sudden

amazement
Is the man mad he asked Who-

is the Grand Duke
Its the Grand Duke Sire who is

with the Princess And you would
have killed him if I had not sna tchelyour sword said the officer andalso came to a halt but he kept a
very wary eye on King Rudolf-

I should certainly have killed him
let him be who he will said the King
But why do you call him the Grand

Duke
The officer very cautiously ap-

proached
¬

the King and seeing that
the King made no threatening motion
he at last trusted himself so thatcosehe coud speak to the King Pvery
low voice and what he said seemed-
to astonish please and amuse the
King immensely For he clapped the
officer on the back laughed heartily
and cried

A pretty trick On my life a pret ¬

ty trick
Now Osra and her lover had not

heard what the officer had shouted tothe King and when Osra saw her
brother returning from among the
trees alone and with his sword she
still supposed that her lover must die

I and she turne and flung her arms
round his and clung to him for a

I
moment kissing him Then she faced
the King with a smile on her face

i and the little dagger in her hand
But the King came up wearing ascornful smile and he aske her

I What is the dagger my wilful
i sister

For me if you kill him said she
You would kill yourself then if I

lkilled him-
I would not live a moment after he

was dead
Faith it is wonderful said theKing with a shrug Then plainly ifyou cannot live without him you must

live with him He is to be your bus ¬

band not mine Therefore take himif you will
When Osra iheard this which indeedfor joy and wonder she could hardly

believe she dropped her knife andrunning forward fell on her knees befirp her brother and catching hishand she covered IIt with kisses andher tears mingled with her kisses Butthe king let her go on and stood over
her laughing and looking at the stu ¬

dent Presently the student began to
laugh also and he had just advanced-
a step towards King Rudolf when
Count Sergius of Amtneim the granddukes ambassador dame out from
among the trees riding hotly und
with great zeal aftef the noted robber
But no sooner did tI count see the

= TM vjiIjC horse
leapt down with 3cry of wonder and
running up to the student bowed very

kfssd his hand So that
when Osra looked round from her kissIng of her Jrothers hand she beheld
the grand dulles ambassador kissing-
the hand of her lover She sprang to
her feet in wonder

Who are you she cried to the stu ¬

dent running in between him and the
ambassador-

Your lover and servamt said he
And besides she said
Why in a month your husband

laughed the king taking her lover by
the hand

He clasped the kings hand but
turned at once to her and said hum-
bly

J

I

Alas I have no cottage
Who are you 1 she whispered Itfp

himThe man for whom you were ready
to die my princess Is it not enough1-

Yes tit Is enough said she aol
she did not repeat her question Bui
the king with a short laugh turned-
on his heel and took Count Sergius by
the arm and walked off with him and
presently they met the officer and
learned fully how the grand duke had
come to Strelsau and how he had con-
trived

¬
to woo and win the Princess

Osra and finally to carry her off from
the palace-

It was an hour later when the wh >ia
of the two compnie that of the
king and the ambassador
were all gathered together again and
had heard the story so that when the
king went to where Osra and the
grand duke walked together among
the trees and taking each by a hand-
led them out they were greeted with rgreat cheer and they mounted theiif
horses which the grand duke now
fund without any difficulty although

the need of them seemed fargreater the student could not contrive
to come upon them and the whole com-
pany rode together out of the wood
and along the road towards StrelSau
the king being fu1 of jokes and huge-
ly

¬
delighted a trick tht suited

his merry fancy But they had
ridden far they met the great crowd
which had come out from Strelsau to
learn what had happened to Princess
Osra And the king cried out that the
grand duke was to marry the princess
while his guards who had been with
him and the ambassadors people
spread themselves among the crowd
and told the story and when they
heard I the Strelsau folk were nearlybeside themselves with
delight and thronged around Osra
kissing her hands and blessing hEr
But the king drew back ant left her
and the grand duke ride along together
while he followed with Count Sergius
Thus moving at a very slow pace
they came in the forenoon to Strelsau-
but someone had galloped on ahead
with the news and the cathedral bells
had been set ringing the streets were
full and the whole city given over to
excitement and rejoicing Al the men
were that day in love Princess
Osra and what is more they tlc
their sweethearts so and these founr
no other revenge than to blow kisse
and fling flowers at the grand duk
as he rode pest with Osra by his side
Thus they came back to thp palace
whence they had fled in th early
gleams of that mornings light-

It rwas evening and the moon rose
fair and clear over Strelsau In the
streets there were sounds of melment and rejoicing for every houso
was bright wih light and the king
had sent out and wine for every
soul in the cPty that none might lie
sad or hungry or thirsty iral1 the
city that night so that there was no-

small uproar The king himself sat in
his armchair toasting the bride and
bridegroom an company with Count
Sergius of Antihelm whose dlgnitv
somewhat wounded by the trick h3
master had played upon him was
healing graciously under the balm of
King Rudolfs graciousness tad the
king said to Count Sergius-

My lord were you ever in Tore
I was sire said the count
So was I said the king Was It

with the countess my lord
Count Sergius eyes twinkled demure

ly but he answered
I take it sure that it must have

been with the countess
Anti I take it said the king that

it must have been with the queen
Then they both laughed and then

they boSh sighed and the king touch-
ing the counts elbow pointer out to
the terrace of the palace on to which
the room where they were opened
For Princess Osra and her lover were
walking up and d >wn together on this
terrace And the two shrugged their

l shoulders smiling
WJtth him remarked the king it

will have been with
The countess sire discreetly inter

rupted Count Merging of Anth im
Why vpp tio co7ntC5 cqd the

king and with a laugh they turned
back to their wine

R the two on the terrace also
talked

i do no understand it said the
Princess Orsa for on the first day 1
loved you end on the second day I
loved you and on the third and fourth
anti every day I loved you Yet the
first day was not like the second nor
the second like the third n vr any dj
like any other antI today again is un ¬

like tfiem all Is love so various and
full of changes

Is it not he asked with a smile
For while you were with the queen

talking of I know not what
Nor I indeed said O5ra hastily
I was with the king and he say

ing that forewarned was forearmed
told me very strange and pretty stor-
ies

¬

or some a report had reached me
before

And yet you came fo Strelsau7
While of others I had not heard
Or you would not have come to

Strelsau
The grand duke not heeding these

questions proceeded to his eonclu-
pion

Love therefore said ne is very
various For M de Mercsailles

These are old stories cried Osra
pretending to stop her ears

Loved in one way and Stephen the
smith in another and the Miller of
Hofbau is a third

I think said Osra that I have
forgotten the Miller of Hofbau But
ran one heart love In many different
ways I know that different men love
differently

But cannot one heart love in differ-

ent
¬

ways he smiled
Maybe said Osra thoughtfully

one heart can have loved But then
she suddenly looked up at him with a
mischievous sparkle in her eyes N11

no she cried it was not love it
ws

What was it
entertained me tillThe courtiers

said with ashethe king came
blushing laugh antI looking up at

Yet I amwhisperedhim again she
for a littlelingeredglad that you

4 tmnr the klanthis moment uc aAt and withthe terracecome out on to
was the Bishop of lodensteinhim

and after the bishop had been pre-

sented

¬

to the grand duke the king
to talk with the grand dukebegan Osras handkissedwhile the bishop

and wished her joy
Madame said he once you askel-

me if I could make you understand
what love was I take it you have no
need for my lessons now Your teacher
has come

Yes he has come she said gently
with great friend ¬looking on the bishop

liness But tell me will he alwdys
love ime

Surely he will answered the
bishop

And tell me saiid Osra shall I
always love him

Surely said the bishop igain most
courteously Yet indeed madams
he continued it Would seem almost
enough to ask of heaven to love now
and now to be loved For the years
roll on end youth goes and even the

i most incomparable beauty will yield
j Ks blossoms when the season wanes
yet that sweet memory may ever be
fresh and young a thing a man ban
carry to his grave and raise as her
best monument on his ladys tomb

Ah you speak well of love said
she I marvel that you speak so well
of love For it is as you say and to¬

day in the wood it seemed to me that
I had lived enough and that even
death was but loves servant as life
Is both purposed solely for his better

4ornament
Men have died because they loved

you madame and some yet live wht
love you said the bishop

And sftall I grieve for bath my lord
orforwhldh

For neither madame for the d-
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